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The New Mexico Environment Department (“NMED”) is providing this public notice of a public hearing, 
and the opportunity for the public to provide comment, on a draft Hazardous Waste Facility Permit 
(“draft Permit”) for the Waste Isolation Pilot Plant (“WIPP”, or “the Facility”). The U.S. Department of 
Energy (“DOE”) and Nuclear Waste Partnership LLC (“NWP”), (together the “Permittees or Applicants”), 
submitted a Class 3 Permit Modification Request (“PMR”) to NMED on August 15, 2019 entitled 
“Excavation of a New Shaft and Associated Connecting Drifts.” On June 12, 2020, NMED issued a Public 
Notice (AR 200607) with an opportunity to submit public comment on the draft Permit, a proposed 
modification of the existing Permit. A remote public hearing is being held beginning May 17, 2021, and 
the comment period extends to the close of the hearing. Please see information throughout this 
document to enable public participation, including the Language Services section.  20.1.4 and 20.4.1.901 
NMAC shall apply to these hearing procedures. 
 
BACKGROUND 
WIPP is located north of Jal Highway (State Highway 128) in Eddy County, New Mexico, approximately 
26 miles east of Carlsbad. WIPP is a facility authorized by Congress for the disposal of transuranic 
(“TRU”) radioactive waste materials generated by atomic energy defense activities of the United States. 
The Department of Energy owns the WIPP Facility, and DOE and NWP co-operate the WIPP Facility. 
These entities are collectively referred to as “Permittees” or “WIPP” in the draft Permit and this Hearing 
Public Notice. 
 
WIPP manages wastes that are regulated under the federal Resource Conservation and Recovery Act 
(“RCRA”), the New Mexico Hazardous Waste Act Chapter 74, Article 4 NMSA 1978 (“HWA”), and their 
implementing regulations. WIPP is a hazardous waste facility currently operating under a Permit issued 
by NMED authorizing the management, storage, and disposal of TRU mixed waste at the Facility. Mixed 
waste is radioactive waste that is also a hazardous waste as defined by the HWA and is thus subject to 
regulation by NMED. WIPP is currently permitted to manage, store, and dispose of hazardous waste, and 
to close hazardous waste disposal units, in accordance with these regulations. NMED is charged with 
issuing a Permit that will ensure WIPP’s hazardous waste operations are managed in a manner that is 
protective of human health and the environment.   


